COLORADO
PHARMACISTS
SOCIETY

June 10, 2020
Dear Senate Committee Members,

The Colorado Pharmacists Society (CPS) represents the profession of pharmacy across all
practice settings in Colorado. We are the only non-profit professional pharmacist’s
association in the State. It is our mission to optimize patient care and public health.

We support HB 20-1065 overall, and particularly ask for your support on amendment
L.011. We dispense opioid prescriptions to patients many times daily. We see the other
medications that they take that may put them at higher risk of an overdose or an adverse
effect. Within the trusted relationships we have, we counsel patients on the risks and
benefits of opioids every day.

In this unique position, it is more than appropriate and within our specialized training to
discuss opioid antagonists like naloxone with patients who trust us and see us on a
regular basis. As we identify patients who, in our professional judgement, would benefit
from having a naloxone prescription on hand, having the authority to create a
prescription independently and dispense it at the point of care is optimal. Through a
standing order, it is possible to get the patient naloxone, but these standing orders must
be renewed and updated, sometimes cause confusion, and can create red tape that does
not have any utility in the process of caring for the patient. The uptake in Colorado has
not been optimal with the standing order process.

No one has more training than pharmacists on proper and safe medication use. By
utilizing us to practice to our full training, education and scope, pharmacist-provided care
can allow patients who need opioids to use them more safely with increased naloxone
availability. If we are additionally able to achieve parity and be compensated for the time
spent counseling on naloxone and opioid risks, we believe all Colorado citizens may
benefit.

We thank the sponsors of HB 1065 and amendment L.011 for listening to our concerns

and considering these changes. Please consider a yes vote.

Sincerely,

Emily Zadvorny, PharmD, BCPS
Executive Director, Colorado Pharmacists Society
Emily.Zadvorny@cuanschutz.edu 303-818-9045
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Co-Prescription of Opioid Antagonist Reduces Opioid Overdose Deaths, Supports Patient Safety and Will
Save Money

June 9, 2020
Dear General Assembly Member,

Drug overdose is the leading cause of accidental death in the United States, with opioids being the most common drug.i Public health measures in
Colorado are needed that require providers to educate patients on the risks of opioids and to offer a co-prescription of an opioid antagonist (such
as naloxone) that temporarily counteracts the effects of an overdose.

Patients who are prescribed a high dose of opioid medication are AT RISK in Colorado. Our coalition seeks to amend current opioid related
legisiation to ensure that these patients are provided with an opportunity to obtain life-saving opioid reversal medication when they receive a
high dose opioid prescription, a high dose prescription in conjunction with other dangerous medications, or in the event a patient is at high-risk
of overdose.

Adding this requirement to provide access to the opioid overdose reversal medication will help save lives and reduce the cost of care in Colorado!

We support the changes as we as coalition members have lost family members, friends, colleagues and community members to overdose and
addiction. Providing access to co-prescription afows individuals access to rescue medications that can save their lives and protect our communities.

Broad Support for Co-Prescription of Opioid Antagonist Rescue Medication

LET'S TALK
ABOUT

CHANGE @ \d
Colorade We Care

me eevenp\P

BETTY
E l;' PEER COAGH \ls Continuum 1 '%
mbark | ~CAicevy  1VOZ RECO-vERY Recovery JMCAPS

of Colorado
SAMHSA IS

Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Setvices Administration CENTLES FOR MEDMCARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

S DP,P

) RECOVERY
| RESOURCES

AMA’%

Dineant
N TION

JEALTZ
/i World Health erican Soc. AAm 5
@ Organization ASAM ey w%%

American Academy

f Pain Medicine y
el [a] .&"'S 2 \Q‘-\‘:
= Al . N 2
o APhA merican & ' NAB p FEDERATION OF
AMERICAN PHARMACISTS ASSOCIATION Heart t } NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF fS\l Y |b‘ BTATE MEDICAL NG ARDSE
Association. S—® . BOARDS OF PHARMACGY

ko'nekt
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June 10, 2020
Dear Senate Committee Members,

The Colorado Pharmacists Society {CPS} represents the profession of pharmacy across all
practice settings in Colorado. We are the only non-profit professional pharmacist’s
association in the State. it is our mission to optimize patient care and public health.

We support HB 20-1065 overall, and particularly ask for your support on amendment
L.011. We dispense opioid prescriptions to patients many times daily. We see the other
medications that they take that may put them at higher risk of an overdose or an adverse
effect. Within the trusted relationships we have, we counsel patients on the risks and
benefits of opioids every day.

In this unique position, it is more than appropriate and within our specialized training to
discuss opioid antagonists like naloxone with patients who trust us and see us on a
regular basis. As we identify patients who, in our professional judgement, would benefit
from having a naloxone prescription on hand, having the authority to create a
prescription independently and dispense it at the point of care is optimal. Through a
standing order, it is possible to get the patient naloxone, but these standing orders must
be renewed and updated, sometimes cause confusion, and can create red tape that does
not have any utility in the process of caring for the patient. The uptake in Colorado has
not been optimal with the standing order process.

No one has more training than pharmacists on the proper and safe medication. By
utilizing us to practice at our full training, education and scope, pharmacist-provided care
can keep patients on opioids safer and increase the use of naloxone. If we are
additionally able to achieve parity and be compensated for the time spent counseling on
naloxone and opioids risks, we believe the state of Colorado could see large gains in safe
opioid use.

We thank the sponsors of HB 1065 and amendment L.011 for listening to our concerns

and considering these changes. Please consider a yes vote.

Sincerely,

Emily Zadvorny, PharmD, BCPS
Executive Director, Colorado Pharmacists Society
Emily.Zadvorny@cuanschutz.edu 303-818-9045
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June 9, 2020
Dear General Assembly Member,

I am asking for your support for the amendment supporting CO-RX prescribing. As an emergency room
clinician for 17 years in a level | trauma center. 1 saw too many overdoses first hand. | was under the
impression that access to opioid antagonists was easy. However, | realized perceptions are not always
reality.

Thankfully, St. Anthony’s Hospital, has had in practice the offering of an opioid antagonist prescription if
we are dispensing a prescription for high MME’s of an opioid (although | am speaking as an individual,
not for the hospital).

I do believe giving pharmacists the ability to offer opioid antagonists will save lives, benefit our
community and reduce long term ICU costs where often times individuals having everdosed are
admitted to recover.

LGBERUTMEN
Dr. Lacey Berumen, PhD, LAC, MAC, MNM, ADS

Denver, Colorado



June 5, 2020
Dear General Assembly Members,

I'am in support of the amendment that will allow Co prescribing for pharmacists in Colorado, we worked
hard with CDPHE to get opioid antagonist available through standing orders by the state medical officer.
We had hoped that would solve access and save lives, we have not seen the reductions in overdoses we
had hoped.

I run a large statewide organization that works with individuals who have many types of addictions and
are in recovery, many whose addictions started from and continued to be from prescription opioids.
Allowing pharmacists, the ability to offer an opioid antagonist may mean the difference between life
and death for an accidental poisoning (IE unintentional overdose).

Thank you for your consideration,
o S'A]I&Mflﬂy
Rod Rushing

Peer Coach Academy of Colorado
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June 5, 2020

Dear General Assembly members,

What | believe is that the access to Narcan is essential for the times we're in right now. As a person who
used to sell drugs in her past, | have seen my fair share of people who would have lived or would have
been resuscitated quicker or easier if Narcan was available along with instructions on how to use it.
| feel like if we are going to be prescribed medications that can cause an overdose then Narcan should
also be readily available with every prescription. Not only for people who may abuse the the
medications, but also for people who may overdose on just the amount they were prescribed. | have

been in numerous situations of people overdosing, which resulted in death because Narcan was not

available.

| appreciate you hearing my thoughts on this subject.

Thank you,

KaileighAtkins
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June 5, 2020
Dear General assembly,

| am writing this letter to plead with you to request co prescribing Narcan with every single opioid
prescription this is personal for me as | lost my son to an opioid overdose, His girifriend may have been
able to save his life had she any knowledge of Narcan and educatlon on how to administer it.

My son Torrey was 34 years old and passed away on December 21,2019 from his oplold addiction Torrey
was prescribed oxycontin for pain in 2017 after he broke his ankle from a fall at work the construction
company he worked for required he take time off to heal. Torrey had a history of addiction to aicohol
and mixing this with opioids was z disaster that sent him spiraling into the world of active addiction
using and abusing opiates, Torrey spent the next two years of his life In and out of inpatient and
outpatient substance abuse treatment centers, Torrey shared with me that once he was not able to get
his prescriptions filled from his PCP he turned to the streets to buy his drugs which were ctheaper and
easier to find. His addiction started with a prescription.

This experience was heart wrenching for me to watch and experience with him along with my 14-year-
ald granddaughter (his daughter). Both of our lives have been deeply affected and will never be the
same, | cannot put into words the hurt i have in my heart losing my own son,

Please consider implementing co-prescribing Narcan as we continue to battle the oploid crisis in
Colorado and around the world it may not save every life however we can offer others to opportunity
through education and the life saving Narcan avallability.

Sincerely,
A
o

Corinthla’fx /
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June 5,2020
Dear general assembly members,

My narme Corinthiah 1 am the founder and Executive Director of the Don't Look Back Center and The
House of Rahab transitional sober living home both focated in Aurora CO ,We engage In co-creative
community worl with women and transwomen to build new pathways to the higher quality lives they
seek to build for themselves woman who are rebuilding their lives from the grip of addiction ,trauma
PTSD including domestie vialence and incarceration.

i strongly believe that Co-prescribing Narcan will save many lives, my experlence working in the
addiction feild for the past 20 plus years is most lives could have been saved if others were educated
and had access to Narcan this could also reduce the amount of oploid prescriptions that in my opinion
are overly prescribed. | am grateful that Colorado also has a “Good Samaritan Law,” which provides
immunity from criminal prosecution for people who suffer or report an emergency drug or alcohol
overdose.

By offering a naloxone prescription to a patient, the physician is saying ‘I'm so concerned this
medication might kill you that you need an antidote in the house, so a family member can rescue you.
That gets our attention,” an organization that promotes safe painkiller prescribing, Ensuring that
naloxone gets Into the hands of people who are most Ilkely to witness an overdose, namely the family
and friends of people taking long-term, high doses of pain medications, could change that.

in 2017, more than 70,000 people died from drug overdoses, making it a Jeading cause of injury-related
death in the United States, Of those deaths, almost 68% involved a prescription or illicit opioid. Drug
overdose deaths continue to increase in the United States (2017 CDC's Response to the Opioid Ovardose
Epldemic).

) am in favor of co-prescribing Narcan along with education on administration of Narcan and reducing
the tisk of oploid overdoses and actively participating in our community to battle the opioid crisis,

Sincerely,

Corlntﬁiah Brown
i ;’/
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References
2017 CDC's Response to the Opioid Overdose Epidemic

https:/fwww,cde.gov/opioids/index. html!
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June 6, 2020

Tony Berumen

303 681 1792

Tonymindcurious@gmail.com

To all concerned,

My name is Tony Berumen and | have been a native resident of Denver Colorado for 56 years and
have had the honor and privilege of serving the citizens for 32 years as a firefighter. Throughout my
career, | have seen many changes to the needs of the citizens and the many adaptive changes by our
government that have reflected the priorities of the citizenry. | believe that this progressive
response by our government has increased the desirability of people from all over the U.S. to come to
Colorado, and also added to the population that want to stay and age in Colorado. | know that my
job as a firefighter has changed and my training has changed to provide greater resources to
effectively manage the larger number and broader range of responses we provide to the citizens.

Qur ability to stabilize a situation that may be out of control when we arrive has becorne paramount
within our service. With the majority of calls that we respond to being of a medical nature, our
training, equipment and interventions have reflected this new need. When | first entered the fire
service, our training was largely based on fire and environmental related hazards. Now we see
advertisements for different medications on T.V. commercials and the expectations of the citizens are
changing to a perspective of self medication with optians to try different medications for many of the
ailments commonly suffered. Among the tools we have received to assist with the stabilization of
Opioid overdose is an opioid antagonist such as Narcan. It has been invaluable in many instances
where we would have been forced to wait for more advanced pre-hospital care personnel, which
wastes valuable time, time which many patients don’t have. | believe it would be of increased value
with greater availability to those most closely charged with the care and well being of others. Passing
the CO RX amendment will help people get the resources they need to prevent overdose.

| appreciate your consideration in this very important oppertunity to continue the positive
relationship between the need of the citizenry and those charged with there very important
decisions.

Respectfully submitted,

Tony Berumen.
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