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MEMORANDUM1
 

TO: Statutory Revision Committee 

FROM: Thomas Morris, Office of  Legislative Legal Services 

DATE: October 1, 2019 

SUBJECT:  Electrical inspection fees 

Summary 

Section 12-115-121 (1), C.R.S., specifies that the state electrical board shall set the fee 

that it charges for inspecting electrical work based on the actual expense of  performing 

the inspection. But subsection (3) of  that section provides for a doubling of  the fee if  

an application for an electrical permit is not filed before starting the electrical work. 

Because subsection (1) does not mention the doubling of  the fee authorized by 

subsection (3), subsection (1) should be amended by referring to the exception created 

by subsection (3). 

This issue was brought to staff's attention by Jennifer Berman during her review of  title 

12, C.R.S., during the publication process. 

Analysis 

After electrical work has been performed, the work must be inspected pursuant to 

section 12-115-120, C.R.S. In some instances, the inspection is performed by inspectors 

                                                 

1 This legal memorandum was prepared by the Office of  Legislative Legal Services (OLLS) in the course 

of  its statutory duty to provide staff  assistance to the Statutory Revision Committee (SRC). It does not 

represent an official legal position of  the OLLS, SRC, General Assembly, or the state of  Colorado, and 

is not binding on the members of  the SRC. This memorandum is intended for use in the legislative 

process and as information to assist the SRC in the performance of  its legislative duties. 
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employed by the state electrical board. Pursuant to section 12-115-121 (1), C.R.S, the 

board sets an inspection fee based on the actual cost of  performing the inspection:  

12-115-121.  Inspection fees. (1)  As established pursuant to section 12-20-

105, inspection fees shall be charged by the board and shall be set and cate-

gorized based upon the actual expense of  inspecting each type of  electrical 

installation. 

Subsection (1) purports to be the final word on what the fee is for board inspections. 

But if  a permit application has not been filed before commencement of  the electrical 

work, the fee is doubled pursuant to section 12-115-121 (3), C.R.S: 

12-115-121.  Inspection fees. (3)  If  an application is not filed in advance 

of  the commencement of  an installation, the inspection fee shall be twice the 

amount of  the inspection fee set by the board pursuant to subsection (1) of  this 

section. 

Statutory Charge2 

Because section 12-115-121 (1), C.R.S., does not refer to the fee doubling exception 

created by section 12-115-121 (3), C.R.S., the reader of  only subsection (1) is under the 

impression that the fee is based only on the cost of  inspection, not whether a permit 

application has been timely filed. Subsection (1) is thus potentially contradictory to 

subsection (3), which brings this issue within the Statutory Revision Committee's 

statutory charge to "eliminate . . . contradictory rules of  law." 

Proposed Bill 

The attached bill makes the following statutory change: 

 12-115-121.  Inspection fees. (1)  As established pursuant to section 12-

20-105, inspection fees shall be charged by the board and shall be set and 

                                                 

2 The Statutory Revision Committee is charged with "[making] an ongoing examination of  the statutes 

of  the state and current judicial decisions for the purpose of  discovering defects and anachronisms in the 

law and recommending needed reforms" and recommending "legislation annually to effect such changes 

in the law as it deems necessary in order to modify or eliminate antiquated, redundant, or contradictory 

rules of  law and to bring the law of  this state into harmony with modern conditions." § 2-3-902 (1), 

C.R.S. In addition, the Committee "shall propose legislation only to streamline, reduce, or repeal 

provisions of  the Colorado Revised Statutes." § 2-3-902 (3), C.R.S. 
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categorized based upon the actual expense of  inspecting each type of  electrical 

installation, EXCEPT AS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION.  


