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MEMORANDUM B1

 

TO: Statutory Revision Committee 

FROM: Jery Payne, Office of  Legislative Legal Services 

DATE: June 20, 2017 

SUBJECT: Redundancy of  Odometer Verification with Federal Titling Requirements 

for Motor Vehicles 

 

Summary 

This matter came to the attention of  the Office of  Legislative Legal Services from 

Sheila Reiner, the Mesa County Clerk and Recorder. 

Sections 42-3-105 (1)(c)(I)(H) and 42-6-107 (1)(b)(I), C.R.S., require an odometer 

reading during a vehicle identification number (VIN) verification. These requirements 

duplicate a separate odometer disclosure required by federal law to be made on the 

certificate of  title. 

Analysis 

Colorado law requires that, when a VIN is physically verified, an odometer reading 

must be included: 

                                                 

1 This legal memorandum was prepared by the Office of  Legislative Legal Services (OLLS) in the course 

of  its statutory duty to provide staff  assistance to the Statutory Revision Committee (SRC). It does not 

represent an official legal position of  the OLLS, SRC, General Assembly, or the state of  Colorado, and 

is not binding on the members of  the SRC. This memorandum is intended for use in the legislative 

process and as information to assist the SRC in the performance of  its legislative duties. 
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42-3-105.  Application for registration - tax. (1) (c) (I)  Except as pro-

vided in subsection (1)(c)(I.5) of  this section, the department may require 

those vehicle-related entities specified by rule to verify information con-

cerning any vehicle through the physical inspection of  the vehicle. The in-

formation required to be verified by a physical inspection must include: 

 (H)  The odometer reading of  such vehicle; and 

 (I)  Such other information as required by the department.2  

  (emphases added) 

 

42-6-107.  Certificates of title - contents - rules. (1) (b) (I)  Except as 

otherwise provided in subsection (1)(b)(II) of  this section, the department 

may require those vehicle-related entities specified by regulation to verify 

information concerning a vehicle through the physical inspection of  the 

vehicle. The information required to be verified by a physical inspection 

must include the vehicle identification number or numbers, the make of  

vehicle, the vehicle model, the type of  vehicle, the year of  manufacture of  

the vehicle, the type of  fuel used by the vehicle, the odometer reading of  the 

vehicle, and other information as may be required by the department. …3 (emphasis 

added)  

 

These sections authorize the Department of  Revenue to require that, upon the transfer 

of  a motor vehicle, the VIN be verified. But once the department determines that the 

VIN needs to be verified, the statutes mandate that the department capture the 

odometer reading. 

Federal law also requires that the odometer reading be placed on a certificate of  title 

when the vehicle is transferred: 

§ 580.5 Disclosure of odometer information. (c)  In connection with 

the transfer of  ownership of  a motor vehicle, each transferor shall disclose 

the mileage to the transferee in writing on the title or, except as noted be-

low, on the document being used to reassign the title. In the case of  a trans-

feror in whose name the vehicle is titled, the transferor shall disclose the 

mileage on the title, and not on a reassignment document. …4  

Therefore, Colorado law creates a separate and redundant process for recording a 

vehicle's mileage when it is transferred. 

                                                 

2 § 42-3-105, C.R.S. 

3 § 42-6-107, C.R.S.  

4 49 CFR 580.5 (c) 
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Both these Colorado statutes give the department the ability to still require any other 

information that it deems appropriate. If  a situation arises where the department 

considers checking the odometer to be important, it can promulgate a rule and amend 

the appropriate forms. 

Statutory Charge5 

Colorado law creates a separate process for capturing the odometer reading from the 

process required by federal law. Therefore, a duplication of  efforts is required to record 

the same information. 

Proposed Bill6 

If  the Statutory Revision Committee desires the Office of  Legislative Legal Services to 

prepare a bill draft, the bill would simply repeal the requirements that a VIN 

verification include an odometer reading as follows: 

42-3-105.  Application for registration - tax. (1) (c) (I)  Except as provided 

in subsection (1)(c)(I.5) of  this section, the department may require those vehi-

cle-related entities specified by rule to verify information concerning any vehi-

cle through the physical inspection of  the vehicle. The information required to 

be verified by a physical inspection must include: 

 (H)  The odometer reading of  such vehicle; and 

 

42-6-107.  Certificates of title - contents - rules. (1) (b)  Except as other-

wise provided in subsection (1)(b)(II) of  this section, the department may re-

quire those vehicle-related entities specified by regulation to verify information 

concerning a vehicle through the physical inspection of  the vehicle. The infor-

mation required to be verified by a physical inspection must include the vehicle 

identification number or numbers, the make of  vehicle, the vehicle model, the 

type of  vehicle, the year of  manufacture of  the vehicle, the type of  fuel used by 

                                                 

5 The Statutory Revision Committee is charged with "[making] an ongoing examination of  the statutes 

of  the state and current judicial decisions for the purpose of  discovering defects and anachronisms in the 

law and recommending needed reforms" and recommending "legislation annually to effect such changes 

in the law as it deems necessary in order to modify or eliminate antiquated, redundant, or contradictory 

rules of  law and to bring the law of  this state into harmony with modern conditions". § 2-3-902 (1), 

C.R.S. In addition, the Committee "shall propose legislation only to streamline, reduce, or repeal 

provisions of  the Colorado Revised Statutes." § 2-3-902 (3), C.R.S. 

6 The Revisor of  Statutes has determined that the bill being proposed would be inappropriate to include 

in the annual “Revisor’s Bill”.  
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the vehicle, the odometer reading of  the vehicle, and other information as 

may be required by the department. … 

 


