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MEMORANDUM F1

 

TO: Statutory Revision Committee 

FROM: Jane Ritter, Office of  Legislative Legal Services 

DATE: October 5, 2016 

SUBJECT: Making terminology referencing American Indians and Native Americans 

consistent throughout the Colorado Revised Statutes  

 

Summary 

The Colorado Revised Statutes alternately uses the terms "American Indian", "Indian", 

and "Native American" to refer to people whose pre-Columbian ancestors were 

indigenous to the lands within the nation's modern boundaries. Because the laws of  

the state should employ uniform and modern terminology, as well as conform to 

federal law where appropriate, they should be aligned and updated as necessary to 

reflect that "American Indian or Native American" is the preferred nomenclature. 

                                                 

1 This legal memorandum was prepared by the Office of  Legislative Legal Services (OLLS) in the course 

of  its statutory duty to provide staff  assistance to the Statutory Revision Committee (SRC). It does not 

represent an official legal position of  the OLLS, SRC, General Assembly, or the state of  Colorado, and 

is not binding on the members of  the SRC. This memorandum is intended for use in the legislative 

process and as information to assist the SRC in the performance of  its legislative duties. 
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Analysis and Statutory Charge2 

Currently, a search of  the Colorado Revised Statutes finds 326 references to the term 

"Indian" alone, 25 references to "Native American", and only 13 references to the term 

"American Indian". The Colorado Commission on Indian Affairs has informed the 

Office of  Legislative Legal Services (OLLS) that the term "American Indian or Native 

American" is the preferred term on a federal and state level. 

Updating the statutes by using the term "American Indian or Native American" would 

eliminate both antiquated and contradictory laws and bring the law of  this state into 

harmony with modern conditions. It would also be flexible enough to accommodate 

possible future changes in federal law. 

Proposed Bill 

If  the Statutory Revision Committee authorizes OLLS staff  to prepare a bill draft to 

modernize and update these statutory references, the draft would change references to 

"Native American", "Indian", or "American Indian" to the overarching term 

"American Indian or Native American". Because some of  these references will be 

unsuitable for alteration (e.g., terms of  art, short titles of  federal laws, etc.), staff  would 

need to consult with the Colorado Commission on Indian Affairs during the drafting 

process. If  a term other than "American Indian or Native American" is used in a fund 

name, for instance, OLLS staff  would seek guidance from that entity whether they 

would prefer to retain the same fund name with a term other than "American Indian 

or Native American" or repeal the existing fund, create a new fund using "American 

Indian or Native American" in the fund name, and transfer all money from the original 

fund to the new fund. 

                                                 

2 The Statutory Revision Committee is charged with "[making] an ongoing examination of  the statutes 

of  the state and current judicial decisions for the purpose of  discovering defects and anachronisms in the 

law and recommending needed reforms" and recommending "legislation annually to effect such changes 

in the law as it deems necessary in order to modify or eliminate antiquated, redundant, or contradictory 

rules of  law and to bring the law of  this state into harmony with modern conditions". Section 2-3-902 

(1), C.R.S. In addition, the Committee "shall propose legislation only to streamline, reduce, or repeal 

provisions of  the Colorado Revised Statutes." Section 2-3-902 (3), C.R.S. 


