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Patrice Bernadette Collins 

3011 South Washington Street, Englewood, CO 80113 * (206) 697-5180 * patrice.collins9@gmail.com  

Education  
 Juris Doctorate conferred, May 2011  

International and comparative law certificate; University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

Bachelor of Arts Degree conferred, May 2007  

Political Science Major; University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia 

Professional  
 Member: 

Collins & Collins, LLC; Denver, Colorado (October 2011- Current) 

www.lawcc.us 

I have five plus years of experience in complex civil litigation, including claims of professional malpractice, fraud 

and embezzlement.  I manage my own caseload, prepare pleadings, conduct depositions and argue in court.  I have 

experience in federal trials, state trials and arbitration as both lead counsel and co-counsel. Due to the nature of the 

litigation in which I have acted as counsel, I have made several pro hac vice appearances and have become 

familiar with substantive law and procedure in multiple states and venues.  Beyond litigation, I represent the 

National Credit Union Administration as the liquidating agent of various credit unions, investigating, preparing 

and prosecuting fidelity bond claims. I also advise local businesses and personal clients on contractual issues.  

 United Nations Legal Intern: 
United Nations Office of Legal Counsel; Manhattan, New York (June-December 2010) 

As an intern at the United Nations Office of Legal Counsel, I conducted extensive legal research, helping to 

prepare legal opinions and advice on the interpretation and drafting of rules governing international law.  In 

particular, I was heavily involved in preparing a response and counter arguments to the International Law 

Commission's (“ILC”) draft articles on the Responsibility of International Organizations.  Beyond the ILC 

project, I acted as a liaison with the United Nations General Assembly and the International Court of Justice.  I 

also I wrote an article discussing the practical implications of the United Nations Charter which was published 

in the Repertory of Practice. 

 

 

 

 
Staff Writer: 
JURIST Legal News, University of Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (September 2009-May 2011) 

As a staff writer, I wrote articles that discussed breaking news in the legal field for a real-time legal news 

and research service. During the course of my work, I tracked legal news and primary source materials 

regarding legal developments throughout the country and the world and crafted articles to present the story 

rapidly, objectively and intelligibly.  

 Research Assistant: 
Professor Osei Tutu, University of Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (October 2009-June 2010) 

I researched and analyzed member-state discrepancies concerning international intellectual property right 

enforcement under the World Trade Organization (“WTO”) and the World Intellectual Property Organization 

(“WIPO”). I focused particularly on debates surrounding the use of genetic resources, including human genetic 

material, under the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights and the WIPO 

Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and 

Folklore. I used the WTO and WIPO databases, individual country databases, case law and patent office 

decisions; as well as journal articles to further my research. 

 Research Assistant: 
Professor Lobel, University of Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Summer 2009) 

My research on American and comparative constitutional law contributed to a published article discussing the 

constitutional implications of preventative military detentions under domestic and international human rights 

and international security principles.  I also provided research and memoranda analyzing the case law 

surrounding freedom of speech, which contributed to arguments made in front of the United States District 

Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania on behalf of individuals seeking permission to demonstrate 

during the G-20 summit meeting held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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 Trading Assistant: 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Seattle; Seattle, Washington (December 2008 - May 2008) 

 

As a Trading Assistant, I monitored interest rate fluctuations in derivative trades while mediating trade detail and rate 

discrepancies with other banks and asset management firms. I reviewed and processed detailed control paperwork, 

utilizing the Bloomberg financial system and inter-bank databases to assess mortgage-backed securities, counter-

party credit ratings, and reference the London Interbank Offer Rate. 

 English Language Instructor: 
Seattle Parks & Recreation; Seattle, Washington (December 2008 – May 2008) 

 

I taught English as a second language to adult immigrants in Seattle, Washington.  As an ESL instructor I wrote 

my own curriculum and lesson plans.  My students ranged vastly in their ability to comprehend and speak English.  

I also had students that could not read.  This range of students taught me to prepare individualized lesson plans to 

serve the needs of each student. 
 Event Coordinator 

University of British Columbia Student Government; Vancouver, British Columbia (Summer 2007) 

 

As an Event Coordinator, I organized a conference for all members of student governments in British Columbia.  

In this role, I created a conference agenda which was aimed at developing a comprehensive understanding of 

student needs that could be presented to province of British Columbia and Premier Gordon Campbell in order to 

facilitate a discussion with the Province concerning higher education budgets.    
Publications  
  Assisted in writing: Protecting Insurer’s Subrogation and Recovery Rights throughout the Claim Investigation, 

The Fidelity Law Journal (Vol. XX, November 2014). 

 

 

CUMIS Insurance Society, Inc. v. Massey, 155 Idaho 942, 318 P.3d 932 (2014) 

 

Academic  
 Independent Writing: 

Professor Bernard Hibbits, University of Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Spring Semester 2010)  

 
Under the guidance of Professor Bernard Hibbits, I conducted research and wrote an in-depth discussion paper on 

the similarities and differences between the United States and Canadian constitutional opinions, the structure of 

the each nation’s Supreme Courts and the politicization of the court systems in both countries. 

Volunteer  
 Colorado Poverty Law Project  

Denver, Colorado (current) 

 

I provide pro bono representation to indigent clients in eviction actions. 

 

Children's Hospital and Elderly Hospice:  
Vladivostok, Russia (Summer 2008) 

 

I taught and mentored orphaned youth who lived in an orphanage in Vladivosotok, Russia while also communicating with 

American parents seeking to adopt a Russian child. I also volunteered in the afternoons, feeding elderly patients at a 

public hospice.   

  


