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MEMORANDUM C1 

TO: Statutory Revision Committee 

FROM: Kate Meyer, Office of  Legislative Legal Services 

DATE: October 5, 2016 

SUBJECT: Repeal of  physical posting requirement of  § 24-30-902 (9) (a), C.R.S. 

Summary 

Every May, a list of  all outstanding warrants and checks to be paid by the state must be 

posted in the offices of  the state Treasurer and Controller. Because this practice is 

considered outdated by those officials and the posting requirement is not currently 

being complied with, it is recommended for repeal.  

This matter was submitted to the Statutory Revision Committee's (Committee) staff  by 

the state Controller and the Department of  Personnel (DPA). 

Analysis 

Current law requires a list of  the previously completed fiscal year's uncashed checks 

and warrants to be conspicuously posted in the offices of  the state Treasurer and 

Controller each May: 

                                                 

1 This legal memorandum is made by the Office of  Legislative Legal Services (OLLS), a staff  agency of  

the General Assembly, in the course of  its statutory duty to provide staff  assistance to the Statutory 

Revision Committee. OLLS legal memoranda do not represent an official legal position of  the General 

Assembly or the state of  Colorado and do not bind the members of  the General Assembly. They are 

intended for use in the legislative process and as information to assist the members in the performance 

of  their legislative duties. 
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24-30-202.  Procedures - vouchers, warrants, and checks - rules - 

penalties.  (9) (a)  During the month of  May of  each year, a list of  all warrants 

and checks drawn and issued during the last completed fiscal year that have not then 

been presented to the state treasurer for payment shall be posted in a conspicuous 

place in the offices of  the controller and the state treasurer. Such list shall recite the 

number, date of  issue, name of  payee, and amount of  each such warrant and check. 

Every warrant and check so listed that shall remain unpaid on the last 

working day in the month of  June of  each year shall be scheduled for can-

cellation as of  said date and expunged from the records of  the controller 

and the state treasurer, and the amount thereof  shall be credited to the gen-

eral fund or, if  practicable, to the account to which originally charged; ex-

cept that the amount of  any warrant or check drawn on the wildlife cash 

fund created in section 33-1-112 (1), C.R.S., other than a warrant or check 

refunding a license fee submitted as part of  an unsuccessful limited license 

application, shall be credited to said fund. (Emphasis added)2 

Although this requirement has been in effect since 1973, it has not been strictly 

complied with for some time. Instead, an electronic report is prepared and sent to state 

agencies to review before warrants and checks are canceled. The Office of  the 

Controller provides that information to the public (generally, in electronic format) in 

response to requests submitted under the "Colorado Open Records Act".3 

Statutory Charge4 

Posting hard copies of  unpresented warrants and checks appears to be an archaic 

practice. Updating or removing this requirement would modify or eliminate, 

respectively, an antiquated rule of  law. 

                                                 

2 Section 24-30-302 (9), C.R.S. is attached in its entirety as Addendum A to this memorandum.  

3 Part 2 of  article 72 of  title 24, C.R.S. 

4 The Statutory Revision Committee is charged with "[making] an ongoing examination of  the       

statutes of  the state and current judicial decisions for the purpose of  discovering defects and 

anachronisms in the law and recommending needed reforms" and recommending "legislation annually 

to effect such changes in the law as it deems necessary in order to modify or eliminate antiquated, 

redundant, or contradictory rules of  law and to bring the law of  this state into harmony with modern 

conditions". Section 2-3-902 (1), C.R.S. In addition, the Committee "shall propose legislation only to 

streamline, reduce, or repeal provisions of  the Colorado Revised Statutes." Section 2-3-902 (3), C.R.S. 
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Proposed Bill 

If  the Committee requests that the Office of  Legislative Legal Services prepare a bill 

draft, it is staff's understanding that the preference of the Controller and the DPA is 

to simply repeal the annual posting requirement, because interested persons are able to 

request that information on an as-needed, case-by-case basis, and for the time periods 

of  their choosing, by submitting a request pursuant to the "Colorado Open Records 

Act". 

Alternatively, the posting requirement could be made electronic instead, which would 

maintain the requirement for a record to be produced listing the unpresented warrants 

and checks. If  the Committee prefers this approach, the state Treasurer and Controller 

should be consulted as to timing of  the electronic posting. 
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ADDENDUM A 

24-30-202.  Procedures - vouchers, warrants, and checks - rules - 

penalties.   

 (9) (a)  During the month of  May of  each year, a list of  all warrants 

and checks drawn and issued during the last completed fiscal year that have 

not then been presented to the state treasurer for payment shall be posted in 

a conspicuous place in the offices of  the controller and the state treasurer. 

Such list shall recite the number, date of  issue, name of  payee, and amount 

of  each such warrant and check. Every warrant and check so listed that 

shall remain unpaid on the last working day in the month of  June of  each 

year shall be scheduled for cancellation as of  said date and expunged from 

the records of  the controller and the state treasurer, and the amount thereof  

shall be credited to the general fund or, if  practicable, to the account to 

which originally charged; except that the amount of  any warrant or check 

drawn on the wildlife cash fund created in section 33-1-112 (1), C.R.S., 

other than a warrant or check refunding a license fee submitted as part of  

an unsuccessful limited license application, shall be credited to said fund. 

 (b)  If  at any time thereafter application is made to the controller 

for reissuance of  any warrant or check that has been cancelled and ex-

punged from the records and it appears that the expenditure or claim that 

the cancelled warrant or check represented is still valid and unpaid, the 

controller shall issue a new warrant or check, and the amount thereof  shall 

be charged to the fund or account to which the amount of  the cancelled 

warrant or check was previously credited. 

 (c)  In the event of  any conflict between this subsection (9) and any 

provision of  the "Unclaimed Property Act", article 13 of  title 38, C.R.S., 

the provisions of  the "Unclaimed Property Act" shall control; except that 

this subsection (9) shall control with regard to: 

 (I)  A tax warrant or check; 

 (II)  Repealed. 

 (III)  That portion of  a warrant or check representing moneys re-

ceived from the federal government; 

 (IV)  A warrant or check drawn on the wildlife cash fund created in 

section 33-1-112 (1), C.R.S., other than a warrant or check refunding a li-

cense fee submitted as part of  an unsuccessful limited license application. 

 (d)  Notwithstanding any provision of  this subsection (9) to the 

contrary, the provisions of  this subsection (9) shall not apply to any warrant 

or check drawn by an institution of  higher education or by the Auraria 

higher education center that is exempt from the state fiscal rules pursuant 

to paragraph (b) of  subsection (13) of  this section. 


