Attachment H/

Make History!

If passed, the Parental Rights Amendment would be the first amendment
specifically protecting rights of persons with disabilities.

35 states include disability as grounds for termination of parental rights; 2/3 of
dependency statutes allow the court to determine that a parent is unfit on the
basis of a disability; and DC and 9 states (GA, KS, MD, MS, ND, NM, OH, OK, & SC)
allow physical disability as the sole grounds for terminating parental rights, even
without evidence of abuse or neglect [10]. Further, the shameful eugenics-era
Buck v. Bell decision[11] remains the precedent for removing family privacy
rights, including parental rights, from persons with disabilities.

Legally fit parents are finding their parental rights taken away when attempting to
get medical treatment for their children. For example, 14-year-old Justina Pelletier
was taken from her parents and languished in the hospital and in group homes for 18
months simply because Boston Children’s Hospital disagreed with the diagnosis and
direction of care she had received previously at nearby Tufts Medical Center.

The Solution: The Parental Rights Amendment

Please help protect children: secure the tradition of parental rights as a fundamental
right in the text of the Constitution by passing the Parental Rights Amendment.
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