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School shootings and widespread community gun violence are far greater in the United States than other nations. America
cannot be great and realize its promise of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness if our children are not safe from gun
violence. :

Although security measures are important, a focus on simply preparing for shootings is insufficient. We need a change in
mindset and policy from reaction to prevention. Prevention entails more than security measures and begins long before a
gunman comes to school. We need a comprehensive public health approach to gun violence that is informed by scientific
evidence and free from partisan politics.

A public health approach to protecting children as well as adults from gun violence involves three levels of prevention: (1)
universal approaches promoting safety and well-being for everyone; (2) practices for reducing risk and promoting protective
factors for persons experiencing difficulties; and (3) interventions for individuals where violence is present or appears
imminent.

On the first level we need:

1. A national requirement for all schools to assess school climate and maintain physically and emotionally safe
conditions and positive school environments that protect all students and adults from bullying, discrimination,
harassment, and assault;

2. A ban on assault-style weapons, high-capacity ammunition clips, and products that modify semi-automatic firearms
to enable them to function like automatic firearms.

On the second level we need:

3. Adequate staffing (such as counselors, psychiatrists, psychologists, and social workers) of coordinated school- and
community-based mental health services for individuals with risk factors for violence, recognizing that violence is not
intrinsically a product of mental iliness;

4. Reform of school discipline to reduce exclusionary practices and foster positive social, behavioral, emotional, and
academic success for students;

5. Universal background checks to screen out violent offenders, persons who have been hospitalized for violence
towards self or others, and persons on no-fly, terrorist watch lists.

On the third level we need:

6. A national program to train and maintain school- and community-based threat assessment teams that include
mental health and law enforcement partners. Threat assessment programs should include practical channels of
communication for persons to report potential threats as well as interventions to resolve conflicts and assist
troubled individuals;

7. Removal of legal barriers to sharing safety-related information among educational, mental health, and law
enforcement agencies in cases where a person has threatened violence;

8. Laws establishing Gun Violence Protection Orders that allow courts to issue time-limited restraining orders requiring

that firearms be recovered by law enforcement when there is evidence that an individual is planning to carry out
acts against others or against themselves.

Congress and the executive branch must remove barriers to gun violence research and institute a program of scientific

research on gun violence that encompasses all levels of prevention. We contend that well-executed laws can reduce gun
violence while protecting all Constitutional rights.

It's time for federal and state authorities to take immediate action to enact these proposals and provide adequate resources
for effective implementation. We call on law enforcement, mental health, and educational agencies to begin actions
supporting these prevention efforts. We ask all parents and youth to join efforts advocating for these changes, and we urge
voters to elect representatives who will take effective action to prevent gun violence in our nation.
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Mr. Chair and Members of the Committee: I'm Melissa Petrone Zavaras and | am
testifying in opposition of HB20-1271 to "Repeal Red Flag Laws and Amend 72-Hour
Hold." | was sitting at this same table one year ago in support of passing the Extreme
Risk Protection Orders -- that was 41 weeks after my brother died by suicide. If the
ERPO law would have been in effect on May 14, 2018, | wouldn't be here today, on
behalf of my brother. Ninety-four weeks of pain and despair since my brother's death
have yielded to 10 short weeks of hope and encouragement since this bill was signed into
law January 1. As people fight to repeal this law, | am here again reliving memories that |
wish | could erase. My brother had a mental health history and struggled with substance
use. He was hospitalized on more than one occasion for suicidal attempts receiving the
standard involuntary 72-hour hold. During the confusion and uncertainty, 72 hours didn’t
feel like enough time to gather a plan of support and treatment upon his release.
Measuring someone’s mental health is complex. And, it is dangerous and irresponsible
to allow someone to be released too early. My brother's death -- by suicide -- by gunshot
-- could have been prevented. Never mind the fact that he was able to purchase several
guns with a mental health history. We knew my brother was not rational -- we knew he
was in crisis -- we knew he possessed the unforgiving power of a gun -- and we knew
there was no legal intervention. It's sickening when you fear the inevitable. When the
dreaded 2 a.m. phone call becomes your reality. Suicide is the 7th leading cause of
death in Colorado, and firearms are used in 50 percent of those suicides. You can't undo
the permanence of a gun. This law is not about gun control. | think we can all agree that
there are some people who cannot be trusted with guns. There is a misperception that
ERPO is for those who are mentally ill. This law can protect everyone. This law is about
putting more emphasis on responsible gun ownership rather than restricting guns
outright. If you are a safe, non-threatening, responsible gun owner, this law won't remove
your gun. People kill people and guns make that killing easier. ERPO is the
much-needed government response in an era where we have sadly become accustomed
to Colorado mass shootings and suicides. This isn’t about prevention before we reach a
crisis, it's about prevention in the midst of a crisis. This is personal for me. | couldn't do
anything to save my brother the night he died, but | did my job fighting for this law one
year ago, and | am here again today. | am counting on you to maintain this law; to help
keep Colorado safe and spare other families what | lived through and what can be
prevented in the future. Thank you for your consideration in opposition to this bill.







March 12, 2020

TO: Members, House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Peter Fogg , Colorado Faith Communities United to End Gun Violence
(CFCU)

RE: HB20-1271: Repeal of ERPO and Changing the Standards for Involuntary Hold
POSITION; Strongly Oppose

Greetings to Each of You:

My name is Peter Fogg. | am the Chair of CFCU’s Advocacy Strategic Focus Area
team, and on their behalf | want to express strong opposition to moving this bill
forward. | had intended to testify in person today, but the advice of clinicians and
health professionals world-wide to avoid environments such as those found in
committee hearings at the Capital have led me reluctantly and with no pleasure
to send you this letter instead. Thank you in advance for your consideration of its
content today.

After less than three months of experience with ERPO implementation, and over
two years of a public process to develop the legislation, we at CFCU find it an
affront to the vast majority of Coloradans who support reasonable and fair
regulations to reduce the epidemic of gun violence that this bill has been
introduced. The sponsors and their supporters have decided that a procedure
approved by 18 states which has proven to save lives and spare the collateral
harm to others that result from firearm deaths and injuries is not even worthy of
a sensible trial period in use. We all have heard their complaints and issues,
culminating in the lawsuit filed by the Rocky Mountain Gun Owners et al in
Denver Probate Court late last year, which has yet to be scheduled for hearing.
Yet even the few uses of ERPO since January 1° of this year as reported by the
media (eight in number) reveal that it has been used sparingly, wisely and fairly
by law enforcement and the courts. This initial report card thus far dispels the
contention that ERPO violates due process (which has not been found to be true
by other states and the Colorado Attorney General), infringes on Constitutional
rights (which are bestowed on all of us but can be suspended when they are
violated or abused), and is a smoke screen for gun grabbing, which in itself
impugns the true motives and intentions of those who worked on and supported
passage of the bill. These are simply not acceptable arguments for overturning a







regulation designed to promote public health and safety. Some of those
Coloradans who approve of firearms safety measures have been the victims of
situations that ERPO can prevent, and some will undoubtedly be victims in the
future if ERPO is repealed. As CFCU testified last week during the hearing before
this committee of HB20-1276 (Domestic Violence Firearms Relinquishment), the
sanctity and protection of life should be the highest priority in considering public
firearm control measures, and should outweigh material, bureaucratic, ideological
and other concerns that can be overcome with creative thinking, effort,
collaboration and funding. Death and injury are permanent. We urge the Judiciary
Committee to reject this bill. To paraphrase the late John Lennon (a victim of
firearm violence himself), “All we are saying is give ERPO a chance.” Thank you
again for your consideration, and we hope you all and your families remain in
good health during this COVID-19 event.

Sincere regards,
Peter L. Fogg

First Plymouth Congregation Church, UCC
Chair, Advocacy SFA Team — Colorado Faith Communities United







HB20-1271
CONCERNING (1) REPEALING THE EXTREME RISK PROTE CTION ORDER; AND (2)
CHANGING THE STANDARD FOR AN INVOLUNTARY SEVEN TY-TWO HOUR MENTAL
HEALTH HOLD FROM “IMMINENT DANGER”TO “F AXTREME RISKE

My name is Alana Smart and 'm testifying in strong opposition to HB 1271 as Co-Chair of Colorado Faith
Communities United to End Gun Violence, a multi-fath Coslition of 43 congregations, himp: //cfcu-

L

Our thousands of members do not believe that thoughts and prayers are enough. We are called by our
diverse faiths to take action to reduce the deaths and injuries caused by the impraper use of firearms,

CFCU testified for ERPO both times it was introduced, because this hillis sp urgenthby needed in
Caolorado.

e Colorado’s suicide rate is now ranked sixth in the nation

¢ Firearms are used in over 50 % of completed suicides

®  Almost 75% of firearm fataiities in 2018 were suicides

There's no question that firearm suicides can ha prevented and removing deadly means is the first step
in @ comprehensive approach.
¢ CFCU offers QPR training within our tongregaetions to teach the three steps anyone can iearn to
help prevent suicids.
° We also advocate for more behaviora! health services and safe storags education.

*  We regerd ERPO as the suicide prevention tooi of last resort—io be used when safe storage and
wvoluntary removal are not possible

But we didn’t stop with passage of ERPO. Ourwolunteers wenton to research the lessons from other
states with ERPO faws like Colorado's, that em power fam iy and housshoid members to file petitions. |
sent you that research this moming.
® The ciear conclusion isthat ERPO can and does save ives, an estimated 10 - 20 per petition
filed.
e Therz'seven some evidence that mass shootings can be prevented.

it would be unconscionable to vank this ife preserver after just two months of experience—urhat
exactly is the problem this bilt trying to solve, while putting so many fives at risk?

50 let's talk shout what's really needed now—a greater focus on effective mplementation:
® more public education sbout ERPO by public heaith entities and non-profits engaged with
suicide prevention.
e training for izy counselors on risk assessment, s0 they understand when #'s appropriagte to
suggest ERPO
¢ And most importantly we need—cham pions—cham pions fike Represantatives Gamet: and
Sulitvan, Senators Pettersen and Court, AG Phil Weiser and Sheriff Spurlock

As paople of faith, we ask vou to be 2 cham pion and jain us in this lifesaving effort to reverse Colorado’s

rising suicide rate. Vote no for HB1271. Suicide rate is pne Top 10 list none of us wants Colorado to he
on.

Alzna Smart, Co-Chair of Colorado Faith Communities United to End Gun Violence






