Attachment C

EVERYTOWN

FOR GUN SAFETY | SUPPORT FUND

February 25, 2020

House Judiciary Committee
200 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Re: IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 20-1278, CONCERNING PROCEDURES FOR A
DOMESTIC ABUSER UPON THE ISSUANCE OF A PROTECTION ORDER.

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee,

Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund (Everytown) writes this letter to urge lawmakers to vote
yes on House Bill 20-1278 to ensure consistent protection for survivors of domestic violence.
Everytown is a non-profit organization that seeks to improve public understanding of the causes
of gun violence and the means to reduce it by conducting original research, developing
evidence-based policies, and communicating this knowledge to communities, public officials,
and the courts. Ensuring that prohibited persons, including domestic abusers, do not have access
to firearms is a priority for Everytown.

Access to a gun in a domestic violence situation makes it five times more likely that a woman
will be killed." In an average month, 53 American women are shot and killed by a current or
former intimate partner.> Nearly one million American women alive today have been shot or
shot at by an intimate partner and survived, and approximately 4.5 million American women
alive today have been threatened with a gun by an intimate partner.? Research shows that laws
that prevent domestic abusers from accessing guns save lives.?

Everytown’s research and legal teams have worked with courts and local officials nationwide to
implement domestic violence relinquishment orders. Everytown has reviewed domestic violence
protective orders from Colorado and other states that have domestic violence firearm
relinquishment laws similar to Colorado Revised Statutes 13-14-105.5 and 18-1-1001. We have
found that courts” implementation and enforcement of firearm relinquishment laws varies county .
to county and judge to judge. Variances in the application of these laws endanger the lives of
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survivors and leave many survivors living in fear, knowing that their abuser still has guns, in
violation of Colorado and federal law.

House Bill 20-1278 will aid in consistent implementation of Colorado’s criminal and civil
firearm relinquishment laws. The bill would require the state court administrator to create forms
for courts to track a respondent’s compliance with firearm surrender. Pursuant to the bill, a
respondent subject to a relinquishment order would have to describe in court, or provide an
affidavit that describes, the number, type, and location of firearms within the respondent's
immediate possession or control. The respondent would also be required to complete a firearm
information form stating the same. The court would then conduct a compliance hearing to ensure
that the respondent has relinquished all firearms pursuant to the court order. The bill includes an
enforcement mechanism, empowering the court to issue an arrest warrant or search warrant if a
respondent fails to demonstrate compliance with the relinquishment order.

House Bill 20-1278 standardizes protocols across case types and geography to streamline the
firearm relinquishment process and to better protect survivors of domestic violence. Everytown
urges the Committee to vote yes on House Bill 20-1278.

Sincerely,

Melissa Paquette
Counsel, Policy and Implementation
Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund



