

To the members of the Appropriations Committee,

My name is Cory Gaines and I live on the Eastern Plains of Colorado.  When I first heard about this bill, I was glad to see that the House has undertaken a similar effort to the one in the Senate.

With Gov Polis' recent shutdown to our economy, millions of Coloradans are struggling to make ends meet.  Hours and pay have been cut, jobs have been lost, businesses are either dead or dying, and money is tight.

I am not accusing anyone in the Assembly of being so crass as to seek a raise during these tough economic times; it's my understanding that there are statutory requirements for funding the legislature that stretch back to earlier years.  These laws require a raise.

That's why I was glad to see this bill put forward.  I am not sure how much savings will be had by this bill.  It may be a tiny fraction of the state budget, but I do not care how big it is compared to the budget.  

I think this bill makes a statement and allows the legislators a chance to go on record to say that they too are willing to sacrifice and shoulder their share of the burden.  

Whether you were forced to by statute or not, knowing that you took raises at this time while others are struggling (and are the ones who pay for the raise) will not fall kindly on the ears of the people of Colorado.

I strongly urge the members of this committee to forward this bill to the floor so it can have open debate among the members and, I hope, ultimately be ratified.

At the very least, forwarding it will allow everyone to go on record with what the believe about it.

Thank you for your attention.

Cory
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