
Written Testimony in Strong Support of SB20B-003: Utilities Assistance  
 
My name is Karla Gonzales Garcia. I am the Policy Director for the Colorado Organization for Latina 
Opportunity and Reproductive Rights (COLOR). COLOR works to engage and empower the Latinx 
community to speak out about the policies that impacts our community.   Together we are working to 
support the ability of Latinas and our families to build a future for ourselves and to live our lives with 
dignity.   
 
More than nine months into the pandemic, we’re getting a clearer picture of just how many people are 
falling behind on their bills. Most gas and electric providers are reporting a sharp increase in the 
number of accounts with outstanding balances. With winter weather around the corner, it will only get 
worse and with more people at home during the days and many kids doing remote learning, the need 
for power has only increased in recent months. This means higher bills and much less income – a 
troubling combination for many families in our state. That’s why we are writing to strongly support 
SB20B-003, which would provide $5 million to the nonprofit Energy Outreach Colorado Low-Income 
Assistance Fund. This would help to meet a 25% increase in applications this year. 
 
Utility costs make up 6.6 percent of household expenses, almost on par with average health care 
costs. Utility rates are the same for all consumers, so lower-income households’ utility costs account 
for a larger share of their incomes than for higher-income households. This cost disparity between 
households with different income levels holds true even though lower-income households use less 
energy (PDF) per household and per household member. Not surprising to us, but there are also 
racial disparities in utility cost burdens.  
 
Current funding isn’t enough for all current and new families in need. Most utilities in 
Colorado suspended shutting off power because of non-payment in recognition of the financial 
upheaval caused by the coronavirus pandemic. Many of them also tapped foundation money and 
collected contributions to help cash-strapped Coloradans. They are encouraging people behind on their 
bills to contact them to work out a payment plan, but many companies have started sending out notices 
again in recent weeks. The governor had issued a moratorium, but it was temporary.  We need to make 
sure to step in to meet the need an avoid putting people in the position of having to go without such a 
basic need as clean water, heat or electricity.  
 
We urge to support SB20B-003 and help this important program provide much needed assistance to 
low-income families. Thank you.     
 
Submitted by:  Karla Gonzales Garcia, Policy Director, Colorado Organization for Latina Opportunity 
and Reproductive Rights (COLOR), 303-393-0382  
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