
HB21-1071 Ranked Choice Voting in Nonpartisan Elections 
 
House State, Civic, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee, 
 
Dear Colorado Legislators, 
 
I urge you to support HB21-1071 Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) in Nonpartisan Elections. Ranked 
Choice Voting has, over more than a hundred years of use in the United States, been proven to 
save money, produce results that better reflect the will of the people, and provide those results 
in a timelier manner than holding a series of runoff elections. 
 
RCV vote tallies convey more information about voter sentiments than conventional vote 
tallies, providing our leaders, and prospective leaders with information to help them better 
serve their constituencies. Voters are no longer forced to choose between the lesser of two 
evils out of fear of splitting the vote for the candidate they prefer.  
 
Ranked Choice Voting results are more decisive and trustworthy because no candidate can win 
with less than fifty percent of the vote, and vote tallies are less vulnerable to undetected 
tampering. RCV worked so well in Portland, Maine that the State of Maine expanded its use to 
all state and federal primary elections, all general elections for Congress, and 2020’s general 
election for president. 
 
Please follow the examples set by the City of Boulder, Basalt, Carbondale, and Telluride, 
Colorado, along with 17 municipalities in 11 states, and support Ranked Choice Voting in 
Colorado.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Don Colacino 
Erie, Colorado 
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2/21/2021 
 
House State, Civic, Military, and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Rep. Chris Kennedy, Chair 
Rep. Steven Woodrow, Vice Chair 
200 East Colfax 
Denver, CO 80203 
 

Re: HB 21-1071, Ranked Choice Voting in Non-Partisan Elections 
 
Dear Mr. Chair, Mr. Vice Chair, and Esteemed Members of the Committee: 

I am writing today in support of HB 21-1071, Ranked Choice Voting in Non-Partisan Elections. I am 
currently a member of the Board of Ranked Choice Voting for Colorado.  My support for Ranked Choice 
Voting (RCV) began 20 years ago.  In 2006, I ran for Secretary of State and spoke to people across Colorado 
about RCV. In 2007, I worked with the late State Senator Ken Gordon (D-Denver) and then State 
Representative John Kefalas (D-Ft. Collins) on the 2007 Voter Choice Act.  From 2007 to 2008 I sat on the 
Voter Choice Task Force, an interim committee which was co-chaired by then State Representatives John 
Kefalas and James Kerr (R-Littleton). I assisted in producing the Final Report of the 2007 Voter Choice Task 
Force, which was distributed to the members of the 2008 General Assembly. I continue to advocate for RCV 
including speaking at public and private events. 

Colorado continues to be at the forefront of the effort to defend access to the ballot and secure our 
citizens' right to express themselves when voting.  Colorado was one of the first states to allow women to vote.  
By switching to mail-in ballots, Colorado is a leader in voter turnout. Our minor party laws allow those who do 
not wish to be a Republican or a Democrat to participate in our state's electoral process.  

Ranked Choice Voting allows citizens to rank candidates for political office in the order they prefer. 
With RCV, voters have greater freedom of expression at election time as RCV eliminates "spoilers" and allows 
more participation by third party and independent candidates. Eliminating “spoilers” empowers citizens to vote 
for candidates of their dreams and still protect their values. Currently, RCV is used or will be used in cities and 
counties in 25 states. Maine and Alaska voters have chosen to use RCV state-wide.  This year, 30 bills regarding 
RCV have been introduced in legislatures across America. Support for RCV across the country is bipartisan 
with outspoken Republicans and Democrats supporting RCV. I have attached copies of op-eds written by U.S. 
Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and Stan Lockhart, former Chair of the Utah Republican Party. 

Statutory municipalities in Colorado are allowed to use Ranked Choice Voting per C.R.S. 1-7-1001, et 
seq., The Voter Choice Act. There are cities in our state that currently use RCV. Other cities are contemplating 
use of RCV. Interest in RCV is growing in Colorado, and adoption and use will most likely continue in the near 
future. 

Passing HB 21-1071 will give statutory municipalities the tools they need to use RCV in elections. 
Many cities in our state do not possess the software needed to conduct an RCV election. For example, in 2020, 
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the town of Basalt counted RCV ballots by hand.  Most Colorado counties possess voting technology that can be 
used for RCV elections.  This bill will allow cities and counties to work together and removes an unnecessary 
barrier to the implementation of RCV.  Further, by allowing cities and counties to coordinate, cities will save 
money by not having to purchase software already owned by the counties. Lastly, if this bill becomes law, it 
removes the possible chilling effect that lack of technology could have on citizens’ decision whether to adopt 
RCV for their city. It’s not far-fetched to think that voters would reject a voting method that would benefit their 
city because of concerns about the cost of technology. Voters will be free to choose or not choose RCV on the 
merits as concerns about how an RCV election will be run will have been addressed by this bill. 

Importantly, this bill charges the Secretary of State with creating rules regarding coordinated elections 
using RCV and approving the technology used in RCV elections.  The importance of the Secretary of State’s 
oversight in the implementation of RCV cannot be stressed enough. This quality control by the Secretary of 
State’s office will prevent cities and counties from buying software and hardware that is not adequate for 
running elections. This is a real danger as any city that uses inadequate technology may experience unnecessary 
delays in reporting vote totals and other unanticipated problems.  Also, HB 21-1071 builds upon the authority 
given to the Secretary of State by C.R.S. 1-7-1004 and will ensure that rules regarding RCV elections are 
consistent and lawful all across Colorado.  Cities that adopt RCV will not have to “start from scratch” and 
dedicate resources in order to promulgate their own rules, and implementation of RCV will not be delayed due 
to lack of rules. 

In conclusion, interest in RCV in Colorado is growing.  Now is the time for the legislature to act to 
support our communities that decide to use RCV to elect local officials. By passing HB 21-1071, the legislature 
will give our cities the tools they need to run RCV elections. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
________________________________________ 
Rick VanWie 
Board of Directors 
RCV for Colorado 
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Molly Fitzpatrick, Boulder County Clerk & Recorder 

February 22, 2021 

RE: HB 1071 

To: House Committee - State, Civic, Military, and Veterans Affairs 

Dear House State, Civic, Military, and Veterans Affairs Committee:

I am writing to express my office’s support in advancing HB 1071. While there are still outstanding clarifications and 
contingencies we need to see incorporated in to offer support in the Senate, we believe the substance of this bill is 
moving in the right direction for Boulder County and the City of Boulder’s purposes.

As the jurisdiction who would likely be responsible for the first implementation of an Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) election 
in Colorado under the new standards, we appreciate Representative Kennedy’s effort to ensure many of our 
requirements are reflected in this piece of legislation, and we remain committed to ensuring this legislation continues 
improving as it moves through the process. Our outstanding concerns that we would need to see resolved in the Senate 
include auditing, contingencies around licensing, and timelines.

Our office approaches this bill from an administrative and technical perspective for Boulder County and all of Colorado. 
We recognize that there will be substantial impacts to the Secretary of State’s office as well as other Colorado counties 
should their municipalities pursue IRV. For that reason, our office first reviews this bill from the purview of how it will help 
support fulfilling the outcome of the 2020 ballot question in the City of Boulder. 

Additionally, our office also recognizes that this legislation will create the framework on which IRV is based in Colorado, 
and we remain committed to ensuring our election community proceeds with a great deal of care and intention. Colorado 
is a national leader in elections, and the framework for IRV elections must ensure that voters can expect the same high 
standards in IRV as they have come to expect from our plurality elections. 

An individual county simply does not have the resources or authority to effectively implement IRV – including voting 
system certification and establishing conditions of use.  This bill mandates that the Secretary of State to do this work; as 
well as promulgate rules and standards around how these types of elections are run at a larger scale both wholly within a 
county and with districts that cross county boundaries; and how to incorporate ranked choice voting into our risk-limiting 
audit system. With this mandate written in the legislation, as this bill moves into the Senate, we need to continue 
examining the specifics of contingencies, timelines, resources, and costs to ensure our state is set up to be successful.

Thank you for your service,

Molly Fitzpatrick
Boulder County Clerk and Recorder 
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