

Chairman and Members of the House Apprpriations Committee:

My name is Rich Mauro. I am the policy and legislative person for the Denver Regional Council of Governments. DRCOG is one of the sixteen Area Agencies on Aging in the state of Colorado.

First, I want to recognize the incredible challenge facing the JBC and its staff in producing a balanced budget. I listened to most of the deliberations and am amazed at the professionalism and sensitivity of all involved in making such difficult and emotional decisions. These two bills (HB 20-1367 and HB 20-1387), transferring money in the Older Coloradans Cash Fund to help balance the budget, are examples of how the committee and its staff accessed available funds to help with balancing while protecting the ability of the state's Area Agencies on Aging and their partner community providers to continue to meet the needs of older Coloradans during this pandemic.
 
I also want to register appreciation for the JBC and the bills’ staff analyst for their recognition that this circumstance has highlighted the need for the state to devise a long term, stable, sustainable funding source for these services and for expressing their willingness to work with stakeholders on this issue. We look forward to the opportunity to engage with them in that process.

Thank you,

Rich 
 

Rich Mauro | Senior Policy and Legislative Analyst
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