COLORADO
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SOCIETY

June 10, 2020
Dear Senate Committee Members,

The Colorado Pharmacists Society (CPS) represents the profession of pharmacy across all
practice settings in Colorado. We are the only non-profit professional pharmacist’s
association in the State. It is our mission to optimize patient care and public health.

We support HB 20-1065 overall, and particularly ask for your support on amendment
L.011. We dispense opioid prescriptions to patients many times daily. We see the other
medications that they take that may put them at higher risk of an overdose or an adverse
effect. Within the trusted relationships we have, we counsel patients on the risks and
benefits of opioids every day.

In this unique position, it is more than appropriate and within our specialized training to
discuss opioid antagonists like naloxone with patients who trust us and see us on a
regular basis. As we identify patients who, in our professional judgement, would benefit
from having a naloxone prescription on hand, having the authority to create a
prescription independently and dispense it at the point of care is optimal. Through a
standing order, it is possible to get the patient naloxone, but these standing orders must
be renewed and updated, sometimes cause confusion, and can create red tape that does
not have any utility in the process of caring for the patient. The uptake in Colorado has
not been optimal with the standing order process.

No one has more training than pharmacists on proper and safe medication use. By
utilizing us to practice to our full training, education and scope, pharmacist-provided care
can allow patients who need opioids to use them more safely with increased naloxone
availability. If we are additionally able to achieve parity and be compensated for the time
spent counseling on naloxone and opioid risks, we believe all Colorado citizens may
benefit.

We thank the sponsors of HB 1065 and amendment L.011 for listening to our concerns

and considering these changes. Please consider a yes vote.

Sincerely,

Emily Zadvorny, PharmD, BCPS
Executive Director, Colorado Pharmacists Society
Emily.Zadvorny@cuanschutz.edu 303-818-9045
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