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December 18, 2020 
 
 
 
Honorable Members of the Executive Committee of Legislative Council, 
  
I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your consideration of suspending the annual 
transfer of $1 million from the State Historical Fund to the legislature for the rehabilitation of 
the Capitol building. 
  
History Colorado, and the State Historical Fund which it administers, are under tremendous 
financial stress resulting from the COVID pandemic. History Colorado’s limited gaming revenues 
have decreased 46% and our earned revenues are down 39% from the first quarter of FY 2020 
due to required closures and reduced capacity at casinos and our own museums. As a 
result, State Historical Fund grants have fallen from $7.8 million in FY 2019-2020 to $3 million in 
FY 2020-2021. If an additional $1 million were to be transferred it would be devastating to the 
grant program, which has proven to be a critical lifeline particularly in small rural communities 
already facing economic struggles. Since its inception in 1993, the State Historical Fund has 
awarded 4,100+ grants to historic preservation projects in all 64 counties, with 70% of 
grants going to rural Colorado.   
  
In 2013, Speaker Ferrandino and I made a verbal agreement that History Colorado would not 
oppose the temporary transfer of up to a $1 million a year from the SHF to the legislative 
branch to support the rehabilitation of the House and Senate chambers. Although initially 
intended to cover only the chambers restoration, the transfers continued until the action taken 
by the General Assembly in 2020. We are immensely grateful for your recognition of the many 
pressures currently facing History Colorado and the State Historical Fund. 
  
Thank you for your commitment to the state and your leadership during these unprecedented 
times.  
  
Respectfully, 

 
 
Steve W. Turner, AIA 
Executive Director and State Historic Preservation Officer 
 


