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December 18, 2020

TO: Steve Turner, Executive Director

History Colorado

RE: State Historical Fund and the Colorado State Capitol Building

Dear Mr. Turner,

This letter temporarily suspends a 2013 agreement between the legislative branch and History

Colorado until the 2023 legislative session for FY 2023-2024 appropriations. The agreement grants

up to $1.0 million each year, subject to legislative appropriation, to the legislature for the historic

rehabilitation of the Capitol building from the State Historical Grant Fund (Fund). We recommend

that all state historical fund monies through FY 2022-2023 be prioritized for community nonprofits

and local governments that apply for the funds. This represents a four-year suspension of the

agreement.

The agreement was established between then Speaker Mark Ferrandino and Steve Turner of

History Colorado. The agreement was made in the midst of large appropriations from the Fund for

the restoration of the Capitol Dome, the Capitol’s geothermal heating system, and the restoration of

the House and Senate Chambers. By entering into this agreement, Speaker Ferrandino effectively

recommended limiting the amount the General Assembly would appropriate from the Fund for the

Capitol building to $1.0 million per year beginning in FY 2014-15. Article XVIII, section 9, paragraph

(5)(b)(III) of the Colorado Constitution grants the General Assembly authority over the disposition of



80 percent of the money in the Fund, as long as the money is used for the historic preservation and

restoration of historical sites and municipalities throughout the state.

The agreement was codified each year in legislation. A total of $5.0 million was appropriated during

the five-year period between FY 2014-15 and FY 2018-19. An additional $1.0 million appropriated for

FY 2019-20 was later repealed during the 2020 regular legislative session.

The legislature chose not to appropriate these funds in FY 2019-20 and FY 2020-21 as a result of

pandemic-related budget shortfalls. During the 2020 regular legislative session, the General

Assembly passed legislation to redirect these monies back to History Colorado in response to a

significant decrease in revenue to the Fund. The Fund receives revenue from limited gaming taxes,

which were severely impacted by public health restrictions resulting from efforts to combat the

coronavirus.

Historic preservation grants are critical to local economies. Pursuant to C.R.S. § 44-30-1201 and

C.R.S. § 44-30-1202, revenue in the Fund is spent on grants to Coloradans for historical preservation,

place-making, and economic development throughout the State. Since its inception in 1993, the

program has awarded more than 4,100 grants to historic preservation projects in all 64 counties. 70%

of grants are awarded in rural Colorado. There is growing awareness that historic preservation plays

an important part in local sustainable development. Decreased limited gaming funding severely

impacts the amount of money available for grants, which can be a critical lifeline to small businesses

and the tourism economy in communities across the state.
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