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HB20-1093 (Proposed Amendment)
County Business License Authority for Short-Term Rentals

Sponsors: Reps. McCluskie & Wilson/Sen. Donovan

State statute currently allows municipalities to license and regulate any lawful business operating
inside the city/town limits. Unfortunately, this same authority is not granted to county
governments. The ability to issue business licenses in the unincorporated areas of the county would
enhance a county's ability to track business activities to ensure equitable tax liabilities among similar
businesses, establish a level playing field for businesses operating outside the city limits and provide
counties the tools to ensure public health, safety and welfare.

HB 1093 would specifically give counties the authority to license and regulate short-term rental
properties. The rural resort region of our state has seen an explosion in the number of short-term
rentals in recent years as an alternative to traditional lodging. Without the ability to license this
business activity, there is little ability for counties to ensure tax liabilities, especially sales and lodging
tax, are applied equitably. This puts traditional business lodging establishments at a competitive
disadvantage, and also denies collection of public tax revenues to offset the increased impact of
commercial-level activities on community infrastructure and services.

Short-term rentals also present a number of problems for local governments, including
failing septic systems, excessive noise complaints, illegal drug use, excessive trash/littering
and parking issues. Business license authority for short-term rentals would allow counties to
better regulate this burgeoning industry and address these community impacts.

Please support giving counties the ability to ensure equitable tax
collection and protect public health and welfare

Vote YES on HB 1093
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