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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and Is provided to
individuals upon request. Individuals-submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need o
complete the optional portions. Attachments to this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
guestions regarding written testimony.
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HB20 -4 >0t

Thank you for allowing me to speak today in opposition to HB20-1114, proposed
legislation that | take as a personal attack against my family. Asthe parentofa
trans-gender child | can speak unequivocally to remarkable change in my child’s
mental health once her gender identity was affirmed by both her supportive
parents and hormonal treatment. It's no understatement to say that the
compassionate medical care that my child has received has saved her life and
given her a bright future. Prior to her coming out and being allowed to transition
she was listless and depressed and her mother and | were very concerned for her
well-being. After much family discussion, family therapy and medical consultation
my wife and | agreed to support her beginning hormonal treatment. Upon
receiving her first prescription of spironolactone she cried and thanked me for
supporting her and that she didn’t believe the day would come that she could be
the person she knew she was. Since then she’s gone on to become a top student
in her school with a ranking in the highest 5%, was named a commended student
in the national merit scholarship program, was a Boetcher nominee, has been
accepted into the Colorado School of Mines and will shortly begin an internship
for a major aerospace corporation. Her mother and | believe that all of these
accomplishments are a direct resuft of her being allowed to transition as a child,
something this legislation would deny. My fear has never been for whether my
child has made the correct decision about living her life as the person she knows
she is, but rather the bigotry that she would face once out from under the
protection of her mother and me, bigotry on full display with this legislation. My
child will shortly turn eighteen, so her decision to continue treatment will not
impose criminal risk on the dedicated medical professionals that will treat her,
but 1 sit here today so that other parents of trans-gendered children will have the
same opportunity to watch their children flourish. I'm concerned that this is the
kind of hate legislation that will return year after year, as we’re already seeing it
appear in other states, so if there’s truth to that belief then get used to seeing my
face, because | will be here every session to stand in opposition to it.
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Tethinon | o??ocn\pf) H® Jo-nt
Hello. My name is Heather Thompson and | am Deputy Director of Elephant Circle, a birth justice

organization. | have a PhD in Molecular and Cellular Biology, am queer and non-binary, and have
worked with LGBTQAI+ youth in varying capacities since the 1990s. |am a born and'raised Coloradan.

['am testifying today in strong opposition to HB 1114.

This bill does not reflect Colorado’s journey from “hate state” in 1992 to a national leader in LGBTQ
rights, as Mike Bloom stated in his 2019 story for NPR’s Morning Edition. If passed, this bill would have
extremely harmful effects on our transgender youth in Colorado.

We have several objections to this bill.

First, the title of the bill, “Protect Minors From Mutilation And Sterilization”, demonstrates the
shortsightedness that permeates this bill. Gender affirming medical decisions are not sterilization or
mutilation. The vitrol evident in the title of this bill makes it clear that there is a deep lack of
understanding about how access to gender affirming medical decisions saves the lives of Colorado
youth. These decisions and actions are not just gender affirming, but life affirming for gender
nonconforming youth.

Second, this bill is completely tone deaf to the needs of transgender youth. We have known for years
that nearly 70% of gender non-conforming youth have suicide ideation and 40% of transgender youth
attempt suicide. Recent data, literally published last month, shows clearly, once again, that access to
gender affirming hormonal support significantly reduces the risk of suicide in transgender youth.
Creating barriers to gender affirming medical support will harm some of Colorado’s most vulnerable
youth. In my view, this is would be a tragedy.

Third, the scientific literature shows clearly that 93% of youth who access some form of gender affirming
therapy or surgery feel that this was positive for them, even years later. And the remaining 7% do not
regret their decision, rather they simply feel ambivalent about it. There are very few documented cases
of transgender youth who regret their decision to access gender affirming medical care.

Are there stories of individuals who regret previous gender affirming hormones or surgery? Of course.
But it is very clear that these are exceptions, not the rule. Eliminating access to these life-affirming
medical decisions is not data-based and will certainly create harm. These sorts of decisions should be
between an individual and their doctor, without governmental input or control.

HB 1114 does not protect Colorado’s young people. On the contrary — it increases harm and risk of
suicide to Colorado’s gender non-conforming youth. | remember the 1990s, when Colorado was called
the hate state. We have come so far since then. This bili is a step backwards. 1t will undermine years of
work supporting LGBTQ folks in Colorado, and |, for one, don’t want to go back to the days where
Colorado sanctioned hate and discrimination.

| urge a no vote on HB 1114. Thank you. | am open to questions.



