Attachment C

Dear committee members,

My husband, three daughters and [ have been on Christian Healthcare Ministries for almost two years.
We made the decision to join CHM due to the rising cost of health care for our family as we did not have
coverage through an employer. It has also allowed us to uphoid our Christian beliefs at the same time.
After being on CHM for a year, | took a job that allowed us to get insurance through my employer. After
discussing it, we decided CHM was the best option for our family’s healthcare needs. CHM never stated
that they were a health insurance, on their website they state that they are a health cost sharing option.
This statement is on all the paperwork they send out. We knew when we signed up that there were
costs that they would not share in. As a member of CHM | am able to give to people who have acquired
a high amount of healthcare bills and are unable to pay them. Along with sending money to CHM, which
is then sent to families in need to pay their bills, we can send a card of encouragement and prayer.

We have submitted two claims through CHM over the past two years. One was on my husband who we
thought was experiencing heart problems. The total of all bills were $750, in which we paid out of
pocket and then submitted to CHM. CHM states that all bills will be paid out in 120 days. All the bills
were received, verified, and we received a check for $750 within 120 days. The second claim was on our
daughter who had mono. The total out of packet cost was $630. | called CHM last week, 90 days into
the claim, and they stated we should have our check by next week. I’'m more than happy to show all of
my records to anyone who would like to see them.

| know that some people say that cost sharing options are a scam, to those people | truly am sorry if they
have been involved in something like that. With that being said, we are all consumers and it is our job to
do research on products and services we purchase. You can be taken advantage of when buying
anything from a home to a car. We can’t and shouldn’t regulate everything consumers buy. |1 work with
a women right now who has Kaiser health insurance and is fighting to keep her foot as we speak, the
insurance company failed to get her into a doctor in time, do to their internal regulations. She now has
MRSA in her foot and Kaiser is asking her to pay bills that she acquired, but didn’t get the services she
needed. She told me as soon as open enrollment comes, she has to switch her heaithcare coverage.
Although | am sad for her and all she is going though, ’'m grateful she has healthcare options to meet
her needs. There is no perfect answer to healthcare. Every person and family has its own healthcare
needs. We as citizens want the opportunity to decide what is best for our family’s health care needs.

I'want to thank each one of your for taking the time to listen to me today. CHM has truly been a
blessing to my family in so many ways. | ask, if you truly care about the people of Colorado that you
serve, let them decide which healthcare option is best for their family without added regulations.

Sincerely,

Janell Sutter



2 February 2020

My husband and | have been members of Samaritan Ministries, (healthcare sharing),

since 2012. We are grateful for this

option for two reasons: We are able to pay about half the amount as we would for an

insurance premium, and we have the

peace of mind knowing our dollars are not being used to support abortion,
(contraception} or other practices we believe to

be wrong.

We now have Medicare, and use Samaritan in place of a supplement.

Samaritan Ministries informs its members how they can be frugal and conscientious in

finding the lowest prices and the most qualified physicians. Healthcare sharing is a

wise choice in attempt to drive insurance premiums down and allow us to

share one ancther's burdens for the common good.

| strongly urge you to vote NO on this bill, as it allows an option for consumers that is
not burdened with regulations that are unnecessary. Samaritan Ministries is most
reliable and trustworthy and always looking for new ways to help their members with
financial provision.

Respectfully,
Patricia Sutter
Merino, CO 80741
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Health [nsurance vs Health Cost Sharing Comparison

Our Experience with Insurance: Our family cost for Aetna Insurance in
2013 was $1,977 monthly / $23,724 annually. Our deductible was $6,000,
80% coverage thereafter but only for qualified expenses. Our 1%t son was
born 1/12/14 so we paid 2 deductibles ($12,000) + approximately $5,000 of
additional costs for the birth out of pocket for uncovered items + $23,724 in
annual insurance premiums = $40,724.

Our Experience with Samaritan Cost Sharing: We've had 2 additional
children as members of Samaritan since 2014 with. medical expenses for
each child’s birth being 100% shared by members including chiropractor
and birth doula charges. Bottom line is we pay approximately $6,300 in
annual contributions to Samaritan members.

In this first hand example of having a birth on insurance vs. medical cost
sharing it was $34,000 less for us to share costs.
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My name is Rebekah Quinlan and | oppose Health Bill 20-1008. Health Cost Sharing
has been a gift to our family. As members of Samaritan Ministries for the past 6 years,
all explanation of coverage, cost of share, and allocation of funds within the company
have been transparent. Without health cost sharing, we are not sure we can live in the
state of Colorado. The financial impact per year to our family would be between $20,000
- $50,000 per year. My husband is self-employed and prior to being part of a health
cost sharing program, we purchased Aetna insurance which cost us $2,500 per month
in premiums for a low coverage/high $6K per individual deductible plan. My income
used to go directly to cover our health expenses. Now, as members of Samaritan
Ministries, all the savings ¢an go toward our children's education and | am able to stay
home with my special needs child. In the past 6 years, as Samaritarl1 members, we
have had two births with all but $300 covered for each birth (they even paid for
chiropractic care, a birth doula and offered coverage for massages during my
pregnancy). My daughter had major surgery at seven weeks old and every cost was
covered. We have had several times where we needed special care at children's
hospital and those costs have also been covered. Additionally, | have never had any
practitioner turn me away because | do not have insurance — on the contrary, doctor’s
offices love that they are paid up-front for services and do not have to work to be
reimbursed. We love having the freedom to choose our practitioners.

For those of us that cannot afford traditional insurance, please do not over-
regulate the organizations that are honest and ethical which would resultin
additional costs to members and possibly make it too difficult for these programs

to be offered in our state.
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My name is Mike Quinlan and | live in Sedalia, CO. My family and | have been members of Samaritan
Health Cost Sharing since 2014. Prior to 2014 we had the best health insurance available to us through
my employer Newmark (3™ largest real estate brokerage company in the world). On Samaritan our
monthly bill averages around $525 and virtually everything is paid for.

Example 1: The birth of our first child was at Denver Health and cost us $40,724 on insurance.

Our family cost for Aetna Insurance in 2013 was $1,977 monthly / $23,724 annually. Our deductible was
$6,000, 80% coverage thereafter but only for qualified expenses. Our 1% son was born 1/12/14 so we
paid 2 deductibles (512, 000) + approximately.$5,000 of additional costs for the birth out of pocket for_
““uncovered items + 523 724 in annual insurance premiums = $40,724.

We've had 2 additional children as members of Samaritan since 2014 with each child’s birth being 100%
covered including chiropractic charges, doula, and massage was even covered had we elected! Bottom
line is we pay approximately $6,300 in annual contributions to-Samaritan members. In this first hand
example of having a birth on insurance vs. medical cost sharing it was $34,000 less for us to share costs.
We will not utilize traditional insurance so long as much better options are available to us.

Summary: on the best insurance available to us a healthy birth was: $40,724 including insurance
premiums, deductibles and co-pays. On Samaritan a birth was $6,300 {(annual Samaritan dues only) =
Samaritan is $34,000 per year less for our family when only factoring in an expense such as a birth and
excluding ali other health events.

Example 2: Our daughter Lydia required a surgery at 7 weeks old which we did at Sky Ridge. The
quoted rate for the procedure for someone who had insurance was over $100,000. We prepaid the _
actual costs (Only $7,500) and were reimbursed 100% through Samaritan members.

Summary: Insurance companies understandably need to make a profit. However, their overhead and
profit is passed onto consumers through very expensive premiums, co-pays & deductibles. Our
experience on insurance is many items are excluded from coverage such as chiropractic. Deductibles
are paid out of pocket and a percentage of costs is also paid out of pocket. In conclusion, being a
member of Samaritan has been a huge blessing and-translates to at least a $20,000 annual savings for
our family, Also, knowledgeable and helpful employees actually answer the phone when you call.
Receipts can be uploaded through the website and_-:.medical expenses reimbursed. Everything has been
completely above board and transparent. |

" Our understanding is 1 or 2 poorly run cost sharing companies have produced bad results for their
members and have been shut down. Please do not unnecessarily over-regulate this as if it were
insurance which will drive up our costs and make it more difficult for Samaritan to operate in CO.
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Phone: 303-726-4730
3605 Parkridge Road
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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
individuals upon request. Individuals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to
complete the optional portions, Aftachments to this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written testimony.
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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is prowded to
individuals upon request. Individuals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to
complete the optional portions. Attachments fo this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written testimony.
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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
individuals upon request. Individuals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to
complete the optional portions. Attachments to this sheet are permitied. Please see a staff person for any
quastions regarding written testimony.
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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
indlviduals upon request. Indlviduals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to

complete the optianal portions. Attachments to this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written testimony.
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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
individuals upon request. Individuals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to

complete the optional portions. Attachments to this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written testimony.
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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
individuals upon request. Individuals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to

complete the optional portions. Attachments to this sheet are permitied. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written tesfimony.
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Written Testimony

Written testimony s a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
individuals upon requsst. Individuals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to
complete the optional portions. Attachments ta this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding writteh testimony.
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Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
individuals upon request. Individuals submitting written testimeny must use this sheet, but do not need to
complete the optional portions. Attachments to this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written testimony.
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Written testimony is a public record under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
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complete the optional portions. Attachments to this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written testimony.
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Written Testimony

Written testimony is a public record under the Colorade Open Records Act (CORA) and is provided to
individuals upon request. Individuals submitting written testimony must use this sheet, but do not need to

complete the optiénal portions. Aftachments to this sheet are permitted. Please see a staff person for any
questions regarding written testimony.
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