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To Members of the Colorado State Board of Education: 

The unanimous passage of S819-199: The READ Act Implementation Measures signaled a 
renewed commitment to early childhood literacy in Colorado. We are particularly proud of the 
number of stakeholders who provided input on the final version of this legislation. The focus on 
the science of reading and evidence-based curriculum and instruction, greater accountability 
for school districts and the hiring of an independent evaluator, along with improved professional 
development opportunities for educators, families and community members are sure to elevate 
the academic achievement of our youngest learners. In particular, we want to share our 
gratitude with Board Member Joyce Rankin for her commitment in crafting a policy that will 
drive improvements in reading throughout the state. 

As the session was closing and we were working to move the bill to final passage, our 
partners at the Colorado Education Association (CEA) and other School Districts asked for 
clarification on one segment of the bill. Specifically, they asked for expanded opportunities to 
demonstrate evidence that an educator has successfully passed training as outlined in this 
provision of the bill: (Page 7, Section 6): 

(b) A TEACHER IS DEEMED TO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED EVIDENCE
BASED TRAINING IN TEACHING READING IF THE LOCAL EDUCATION PROVIDER 
SUBMITS TO THE DEPARTMENT EVIDENCE THAT THE TEACHER PASSED AN END
OF-COURSE ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING AT THE COMPLETION OF THE EVIDENCE
BASED TRAINING. 



Specifically, CEA has asked that an "end-of-course assessment" include a variety of tools 
or measures that align with current practice for educators seeking courses to improve their 
pedagogy and instruction. Our discussions and CEA's request for clarification focused on 
evidence of end of course learning and assessment include: 

• Completion and passage of class/course that would be accepted for license renewal 
• A Certificate or other appropriate documentation that would be accepted for 

recertification hours for license renewal 

In both cases, this would conform with current practice that educators who seek to improve 
instruction and pedagogy follow when submitting course, class, and training completion to COE for 
license renewal. 

Given our time constraints at the end of session, we were concerned about adding an 

amendment to the legislation. We believe this request for the definition of an "end-of-course 
assessment" can be addressed through the rulemaking process and are hopeful that the Board 
of Education will be able to incorporate this input. We are grateful for your consideration and look 
forward to working with the Board of Education on the implementation of S819-199 - The READ 
Act lmplem~n)ation M_easures. -
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