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Suite 650 
Washington, DC 20001 

AutosInnovate.org 

 

12/16/2020 
 
Claire Levy, Chair 
Colorado Commission on Uniform State Laws 
Denver, CO 80203 
 

Dear Chair Levy, 

On behalf of the members of the Alliance for Automotive Innovation (“Auto Innovators”), I would like to express our 
opposition and serious concerns with the Colorado Commission on Uniform State Laws (“Commission”) considering 
the model legislation created by the Uniform Law Commission (“ULC”) titled “ Automated Operation of Vehicles Act.”  

The Auto Innovators membership includes not only vehicle manufacturers, but also value chain partners and 
technology companies - representing nearly 99 percent of all cars and light trucks sold in the U.S.. Because of our 
commitment to automotive safety, many of our manufacturing and automotive value chain members are heavily 
focused on developing automated driving systems (“ADS”). We believe that Colorado’s current legislative framework 
for highly automated vehicles equipped with an ADS is pro-innovation and will help continue to foster these life-
saving technologies.  

The Auto Innovators has serious concerns regarding the Uniform Automated Operation of Vehicles Act (“Act”) 
drafted by the ULC. The Act would create new and burdensome requirements that are not well justified and would 
potentially delay the deployment of automated vehicles in the state. Instead, states should defer to existing state 
policies concerning liability, vehicle registration and insurance laws and acknowledge that real world experience is 
necessary to determine the need for any deviation away from the current structure. 

In particular, the creation of an “automated-driving provider” (“ADP”) should not be adopted by any state. Current tort 
law already has recognized principles for establishing liability and allocating fault among parties. The system has 
adapted to significant new technologies in the past and there is no reason to believe that these well-established 
principles cannot be applied in cases involving automated vehicles. Creation of an ADP is unnecessary and would 
likely deter AV testing and deployment within a state that adopts the Act. 

Instead, to realize the benefits of AVs, states should create a welcoming environment for the safe testing and 
deployment of ADS technologies. In doing so, the focus must be on what is necessary today. With that in mind, AV 
legislation should not include the complicated ADP framework as proposed in the ULC Act. Instead, we urge 
Colorado to continue regulating vehicles utilizing this life-saving technology under the existing framework. 
Furthermore, we ask the Commission members to recommend that Colorado not enact the ULC Uniform Automated 
Operation of Vehicles Act. 

Given that the Colorado Commission on Uniform State Laws will continue to meet periodically to discuss policy 
related to vehicles equipped with ADS, Auto Innovators would like to remain a resource and partner. We would be 
happy to engage with the Commission further and welcome the chance for a more in-depth discussion if needed.  

Sincerely, 

 
Leighton J Yates 
Director, State Government Affairs 
 

CC: Colorado Commission on Uniform State Laws 


