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Thank you for this opportunity to submit a written comment on "Legislative 

Authority for Spending State Money." Upon review of the proposed blue 

book language I am concerned that the average voter will be misled as to 

the impact of the proposed measure.  

The first bullet point of the draft suggests that this measure primarily 

restricts the Legislature's ability to spend money, i.e. "removes the state 

legislature's ability to allow spending..." where, I believe, it removes the 

ability for the Legislative branch to allow the Executive branch to 

administer certain funds. 

The second bullet point indicates that certain "custodial funds" will be 

subject to appropriation, however it uses a definition of custodial funds 

(perhaps based on Legislative Council's reading of the proposal's 

understanding of custodial funds) that encompasses all non-appropriated 

funding as opposed to common usage that has certain tests (eg holding the 

funds in question prior to expenditure as opposed to "grants," which is 

used as an example, and are by-and-large reimbursable). 

The third bullet point further confuses the issue by suggesting "custodial 

funds" will be deposited in a central fund. Federal funds and grants are 

used as examples later in the document though many of those will be 

granted on a reimbursable basis and will never be available for deposit. 

Under "How is spending authorized now" the draft again uses "custodial 

funds" as the definition of nonappropriated funds. 

Under "How would the process change the process for spending custodial 

money" the draft suggests that it won't change purpose but may change 

the manner or timing. These factors are routinely spelt out in a grant as the 

grantor has an interest in accomplishing their goals in a particular manner. 

The manner or timing may change if the legislature exerts influence to 

change the grant application, which is not addressed. 

 


